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DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

Has anyone ever called you an addball? {r
satd that you were weird or strange? f you
are a Christian then vou can probably answer
ves to this guestion. To ths world there is
something strange aboui the Christian. They
cannot comprehend a person who does not take
pleasure in all of the sinful activities which
they consider a vital wart of the "good lifel” It
exactiy as FPeter described, "Wherein they
r,";n}k it strange that ye run nol with them to
the zame excess of riot. speaking evil of
vou® {1 Pet. 4:4)

-

The Apostle Paul said that Christ “gave himseifl
for ws, that he might redeem us from &l
inigquity, and purify unio himself & PECULIAR
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peoplel iTit. 2:14) The primary meaning here
of the word peculiar is “special’ Christians
are a special people because they reject the
ways of sin and death and cling to righteous-
ness, But this alss makses us odd.

The Lord told us what we must do o make
ourseives acceptable to Him. “Come out from
among them, and be ye separate. saith the
Lord., and touch not the vnciean thing:; and T
wili receive you!” {Il Cor. 65:171 Ciearly we must
he distinct from the worid., bhut in what way?
The world is full of liars, thieves, murderers,
drunkards, sexusily immeoral people, and people
who practice all manner of evil. & is our duty,
as Christians, tp separate oursejves from all of
these sinful ways., e cannot he partakers of
these things and still be a child of Ged.

e should not gno out of the way to make
aurseives strange, but we have to accept the
fact that being a Christian auvtomatically makes
us different. We have tos live and work in the
world, but we don’t have to be part of it.

Today ons of the biggest pressures we fesl
from society is to try o conform to a model of
behavior which is5 deemed as acceptable and
appropriate. This message is ospecially strong
for our children. Most parents have to face
almost daliy requests by itheir children to buy
them something which Yeveryone else™ already
has.

Today kids are expected to wear the right
tennis shoes, the right blue jeans, the  right
shirts. To watch the right TV. shows and
movies, to listen te the right music, to have
the right videc games, and the list goes on. If
a kid doesn't have all of these things other
kids will ridicule him and he may be ostracized
from a group that he wants desperately to
nelong to.
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How do most parents react to this? The vast
majority =re far -too  induigent with their
children and this is what has caused the whoie
proeblem in the fiest place.,. Many parents will
buy little Johnny that #$150 pair of tennis
shoes so0 he can be like his friends, even if it
siretches the family budget a little hit,

iz nothing wroeng, in  principle, 1with
1) i v can afford
them. put there is some ng much more
important going on  here thaﬂ most parents
i i hnny learning whsn he

to buy him those

expensive  iannis shoss? Iz he learning that
hi= parents love him? Perhaps? But PP tell

[n
s
1
v
&
::"
e
-
o
e
m
ley
i

you  what he definitely L
iearning that fitting in is
hat it is alright to dsvots
ime, effort and mo
what everyone eiss ha
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when Johnny gsts a littie older and
smoke, er drink, co take drugs, like
his friends are doing, his parents ars
heartbroken and simply  can’t understand it
They know they taught him that thess things
were wrong 2l of his life. 5o why did Johnny
abandon what his parents  taught him? He
didn®tl  They sent him two very contradictory
signals and he was forced to maks a3 chois
between them.

o

ave wou ever heard the saying that actions
= louder than ""*::s.c? ¥ps, Jdohnny
parents TOLD him these things were wrong.
‘ r how important it was to
id that's 3ll he is doing. fitting in wwith

his friends. e must show our childrea from
an early age that we cannot cnnfgrm ourselvas
to the world. If we fail to do this, then that
is exactly what they will do, regardiess of

what instructions we have given them.
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Ar all costs we mmst take a stand for what is
right. Regardless pof the attitudes or actions
of pthers, we must stand firm on the truth of
God, it may spmetimes cost us friends and

even family to do this. Althongh this may
seem a difficult thing, Jesus said it is actually
a wonderful thing for us ¥Blessed =re ye,

when men shall hats you, and’ when they shail
separate you from thelr compsny, =nd shall
repraoach you, and cast out your name 5 evil,
for the Son of man's szke. Rejolce ye in that
dzy, and leap for Joy: for, behold, your
reward s great in heswven: for in the Ike
manner did their fathers unto the prophetsl
{Luks B:22-23)

When yon stop and think about it the Eible is
filled with stories of stranges and peculiar men.
Men like MNoah, Job, Abraham, Elijah, Daniel, and
especially Christ. They were all odd by the
wordd’s standards, But the worlid’s standards
are not what counts. Just as these men of
antiguity have done, we must reject the
conventional wisdom of this world and dare to
ke different.

TONY WHIDDOMN
12455 Mudd Rd.
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Brookist, GA 32415
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SEARGH THE SGRIPTURES

1. Who were the couple who helped Apollos
understand that Jesus was Christ?

2. In pursuing the Amalekites, David was aided
by one of their sarvants. What was the
servant’s nationality?

3. How many brothers did the rich man have
in the story of the Rick Man and Lazarus?

4. What never satisfies us, if we love silver?

B. What bhssides the firsthorn .children of the
land of Egypt were Lkilied by the last plague
God sent?

ANSWERS MEET MONTH . . .

and remember last month’s gquestions?

1. How many fdays did the people aboard ship.
along with Paul, go without food during the
storm off Crete? FOURTEEN DAYS [Acts 27:330

2. How many Levites returned from captivity
according to Nshemiah? 74 (Heh. 7:433}

3. How does Feter describe God's promises in
I Feter? ENCEEDING GREEAT AND FRECIOUS O
Pet, 1:4)

4, What kind of sleep dpes the working man
sxperience according to Ecciesiasites? SWEET
{Eccl. 5:12)

5. What chapters in the Bibkle record the story
of the flood? GENESIS f, 7. and 8

IF YOU CAN'T BELIEVE ALL YOU
HEAR, YOU SHOULD AT LEAST
BELIEVE ALL YOU SAY.
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THE PROPER ATTITUDE
TO D0 GOD's WILL

Too often when we are asked to perform some
duiy in connection with the worship sarvice we
consider it mare of a burden than a privilsge,
ked to help with the communion

service, or iead in praver, or lead & song, or
i s our duty to do so.

a few but the duty of us
asked to do one or more
of these acts, we consider it more of a bhurden
than a privilege or an honor. do we really
believe we are pleasing to God? Everything ws
do in the worship service shounid be done in
the right frames of mind —- if not, it will he
rejected of God. Merely doing ocur duiy bscause
it is gur furn or because no one elss will do it
is not enocugh. we should be honared to do
whatever we are called upon to do becanss God

This zttitude and desire to do God's wiill shouid

e carried ouiside the worship service in
siting the sick. tending %&£ the needs of
those who cannot help themselves and living an
sxample before others and thus  hopefuily
leading someone to Christ or strengthening a
brother or sister,

Everything s Christian does should be done
with an attiteds of love —— a love for Christ
and his church and a love for his brothers and
sisters and neighbors. The propsr Christian
inve wiil lead us to bhe more tolerant of sach
asther. Hoi to the sxtent of overlooking error
hut more iolerant to the differences in
personailitiss, attitudes, and ways.

: nere and if we can’t
verform our Christian duties with the proper
lnve and respect for God, Christ. the Church,

M
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and our feilcw Christians, we are doomed as a
congregation of the Lords church. We have
become s harsh and coritical towards each
cther that we fall to see the good. If we look
for the good firs:i, the faults will disappear.
Let us sirive to be united first and foremost
in love for ths truth and the church and then

for sach other.
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I WAS A STRANGEE (Matt. 25:34-46)

A voung sailior telephoned his parents from Sar

7]
Diego after the war saving he was bringing
along with bim his buddy. “You see, Mom. he
said, "My friend was severely wounded, He
has one arm, one leg, and ohe eye. So i

thought he wopuid live with us?

His mother’s voice hesitated, but after some
rafiection. she said, "Of course, let him come
_i stay =z littie while with us?® But her tone

med to imply that they would not like to be
xyi] _{ened with such a handicapped perscon.

!u n;u

o

Two days later the parents received a telegram
from the adjutant general informing them that
their son had leaped to his death from & hotel
window. When they veceived the body., it had
cniy one arm, one leg and one eye.

Love is expressed by one's manner and tone pf
voice, as much as by his words . . . “Ho nat
neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for
thereby Some hawve entertained angels
unawares!” {Heh., 13:2)
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Place & Time SEEaker
Rainsville, AL Sam Dick
T:00pm [Cave City, KYi
Leitchfield, KY - Harry Cobb
(Wedowea, AL}
JQwens Reoad Church Bob Eol:san
Prattville, AL Rufus Rllliams
T:00pm Tommy Bulger

Craig Grant

Valiay., AL James McDonaid
‘ {Woodbury, TNI

Lake City Church Wilbuy Bass
near #ftlanta, G4 {auburn, AL]
Pleasant Ridge Church Jim FPritehard
Woodbury. TN {Tecumseh, OKJ
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UPCGN WHAT MUST WE AGREE
TG PLEASE GOL7?

deity of Christ. {Matt. 16:163
sacrifice. of Christ. {(John 3:1863
authority of Christ. fCol. 1:16-183
testimony af Christ. (John 20:30-313
commands of Christ. (Matt. 2B:20)
promises of Christ. [RE\}. 2a:123
name of Christ. (Phi. 2:0)

church of Christ. (Matt. 16:1B)



