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.A SECOND CHANCE 

When go bad, how ma.ny times have we 
wished we had a second chance? That is, 
another opportunit.y to do bet.ter than the first 
tinle ar-Qund? suppose that at some time 
each one of u.s have probably wanted a second 
chance to do some things diffel~ently in our 
lives, 

.Jesus once told a story about a man who also 
l>,.Tished he had a second chance (Luke 16:19-31), 
In t.he parable .Jesus referred to him as "a 
cert:aill ricll .mall", On the ,;;urface you would 
not think this particula}~ man would have 
wanted to change anything in his life if he 
could. It. seemed like he had everything a man 
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couh-::i de Sire a tid tl1a t- t1.e. t~Ja·s .s2t-i.sfie({ tiJitkll l1i.s 
life~ 

D~_1 r-1I1g r-li S tiIn2 OIl earth. t-l"li.s 1113.11 lJecarne 
"tfiltl-iJ-T riG!!.'''!, a-5 5011:12 1)JGuh:i say. I,:-,lJe k:nDlA.T tIe 
llad -3D. ~!e~~>:f.:nt e.·state t.o iive in because usually 
i.~1 '[. h.ose days the ~eggar5 gathered at the 
gat.es c,f Sl.~:G!1. lle u. se·s;: t~Ql]iI1g for- ::-OH1E: Sf)r"t. of 
~l-ka:nd.G ~_{t.~= T112-. t. ej{1:.1 ai:ns }-iD"tJ.j tl-1e r-le}! Ina.rl 

t.!,-~a. s SOnlel.lJ~h..::t.t 3.Cf.~l_"t.3.iI).ted 'i).Jitl:-r pOOl" Laz 3.:f"l.'u.,s", 

~:.J2 .~iSG krlOt...] tl'l.=tt th.e riDl1 lilal! tlJDCe SuJ:1Ie of 

th.2 firle.~.t. clot1-!es .3.X--D·u:n.d si.t1ce ;r.·r:.PV:i'·J-:·]e alld 

t""i118 l.it.:.e;o:a;r ~}·]ere affar-dahle OTi.L5l t-o tIle 1.f.Jealt!1Y~ 

AT!L~ l~Je. a.r-e a!SD ir!for'uled ·in. 'ler'se 18 til.=tt tile 
('1eh rn.a:n fea.stec! LtlJCHl t11e best. fOD(i avTaila~Jle:: 

ever-~7 s!1:'l.gle cl3.).7~ t\Jklat. !11G!-e GOllic! a 1112,.11 tlJEt11t 

1:.:0 :Bl::1l-:.e .rill!! h.apl}:,:r? I;.J"h.y~ L0DtJ.ld he e<;..:re1:1 LLJcU:1.t 

t·o ct1.an.ge ti-:~at· ki!l~~ Df 1ife.st.y1e? 

B·,..It 3·S it. 1;}JilI l~t~3.pl)e:n tf:) e'l"er-~l D:n.e of ·U:"S.= D1:1e 

d.eL)? tt~e f:.iGt-~ .il1a~1 pa.s.sed aV.jay:· r:f"onl ti-ai.s life", 
He died ar!d left }}eh.ilid ail i11E· earthly 
pO:::: . .5e S·.s~Qij s; h.i·~- 1:'.n.D:ney? h,i.s large estate F ~-i!.S 

fiIle 81~:-{t.J.-le.:s:, .ar~~d. il1o5 fa~':Ol-·it·e fODCis= Aft.er- iii.s 
~Jod ~~l tE,.J.a s L ur·ied. i!1 t11e gl-'OlU:1d.= t~le ricl-J :nl2-. n.!'s 
SOU.! 'L3.]a.s C·3. s·t irrto boell CH.?:de.s)" It. l~Ja·s a 
tGCnlen.t.~!1g CGrl.ciit.io:!-i t-}-lat. 11E2 [10t.!.] e i1dl~1""e(i 

d!110:.n..5 tJ12 f12.r:ne.s (\-:ro: e341. It l3.ja·=· -so terl-'ible 
0 0tl1.3.L. .t12 everl clar 2d to G1- '~·"F.ati7.e[~ Abrali5tl11.=.)",,, 

halT£" .t?ler·c·,Y· Oil !1'2e;o Etl1d S'i?:'llC Laz.a~~t'f.5! t.!~a-t he 

ll12jl diJ-:~ t21f? tip of J.~j.s· filig:ei-- ill. water",F and 
- - =111=

GOG"! 
~ In}:r [:,::n:1:.gt~e·'i 

T1:1e:-l tl~!e f"ic~rl l!.12t:!:1. r-ealized l1i5 cori,!:iitlD.rl i)J.~,S 

11~i2SGaIJable= He u.Ja s goi:ng tc s:uffer- r(Jr-eve~c~ 

Ql~l", if }-!e i-lad. a·not.. h.er' C~1a!"1Ce~ ~..i..Jo·u.ld t1e r-eali::,; 
Cila:n.ge tds life? L.:JDt~ld. t.hings tr-~jly he 
differ~ent if b.e co~-,.ld. go IJa,cK in t.ime? 
Cer-t..:3.1:nly·! He l~]Ql3.1d dD AJ-1 TlTHlr'l-JG t.o. aVOH1 t-n.e 
iJler-cn:1g fl·3.!'ne.:s Dr h.elL He lJJDl..llt:i Iiot !laVe 

vla_st2C! 11i.s tinle a~-!d. ta!e~nt 011 ear·t.i1..i;;'7 r-ich.eS3 
If t1e .haL! a seco!1.d. 0lJl:!Or... t'Lt11it~l_r. he l>Jo1..11d have 
.slIB_red £-li.s lar-ge e st.ate i_~Jit.i:1 tl1e hOlnele.s-s 
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really hav·e much right. do il-Je, to stand aside 
and. cl--it.icize? 

To be SU1~e t.he church is not perfect, fm~ it is 
cD:rnpo.sed. of !lLiJ:llaI1S" It i.s .saci t11at ·SOllie tdll0 

al.~e rnemfJer-s of t.he church t,-Tin not gain. 
h.eavell= Je.sLls aJll.lded to this ill Hi.s Ser-.Hl011 Oil 

t.he Mount. in Mat.thel,-T 7:21-27 viher-e He taught 
that i~ed.emptiDn is determined by humble. 
·ded.ic~3:.te{l obedier!ce .3.!1ct :n.ot hy empt.y I ....Tord.s 
and deed.s. One of the most evid.ent pl.--inciples 
of the Script.ur-es, h01:,oJever.. is t.hat in spit.e of 
toile hypocdte, the 'LiJeak and. the ul1cclncerned 
'_!1ho al-·e in the church.. the LOl~d's church also 
consist.s of the saved. The Scriptur·es in fact 
teach t.hat the chm~ch is the feHowship of the 
saved (Eph. 5;23.25 and Act.s 20:28) and. that 
those t!.:rho are not in it are without pl~omise 

[Acts '2;47), This appl~oved relationsh.ip in 
Chri st's Spil'ituai body, His church. is gained 
through [·epentance and. hapt-ism (Act.s 2:38). 

If you af-e Goncerned enough to cr-iticize, my 
friend, then don't LoJaste your time and word.s 
anti. enel~gy~ Join us in our effort to expand 
the h.(H:,del-·s of Sed's kingdom and attain to a 
higher level of perfection. Come along with us 
and exeet yOUi~ cl~iticism l_.!Jhere it. will really 
c01...mt1 ShOt.,.i us 1.AJhat you mean by putting 
yOl.H~ 1..!Jor·ds into action. 

You can do just that next Sunday morning at 
your· neai.~est church of Chdst. vie are ju.st 
humans ,..lith cn_u-- human lim.itationsp hut we 
t-l.~u.thfuHy believe t.hat you will find among us 
a sincer-e effort to sel~ve God acceptably and 
l."Jith reverence, You ar-e 'L'Jarmiy lJjelcomed, and 
T_'Je assure you t.hat this will be made evident, 
tOUlI 

MARFy' CDBB 

. F'.O. Bo;{ 7S· 

i·~eijc:v·.jee, AL 36,27;=:; 
+·o-.. _\~,"·.,:==='P12lj ; J ·.-Ji J, The Lifelii-ie, t'.'·1.?~r-·ch 1'?:31) 
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REALLY corJf~JTS 

Tile Chdstia.H who is tD 
ser·ve God 11lUst exercise a Efeat deal of 

"Tilis ofter! }:~i1:11 t·Q listen to 
the gr lJ.!11.b lings of t!-!ose who have 
Gonstl~uctiye to offer DU"i; t.1ho. C<l'.l1 alvJays be 

to Gl~it..ioize,: 

T1H::l~e are ti:t1:1eS, of COl.u·se, ~"'.1hen criticism i.s 
justified and needed. Paul cr-itie:ized the 
Cm~!ntJ1ian church in his first let.tel-· to 

1 ver,se·s 10-11;: }:t¥ ~~}lo"LrJ ] 
beseecl1 J'Dt.I:o b:r"eth:r"er:,~ D)''' the nal11e ot-= Olrr~ 

_'1Lor~d 1-1es:Li.s Chr-i.s·tJ' tliat }:re ·::;(11 thesa.me 
t hi.lig·~ll a;nd that there ,oe 110 diviS'lQllS' 5f!lh}J2g 

.Y~OLL: ;D:7.Jt t,hat~ jle be jQil1e~j 

i:11 t..ne s·al1},~ ~nil'ifl .:gl}{j iJ:l. the :5'~111e 

For it l~,5!t.h be-ell d€'Gl~~T'ed t.Jl£tQ l.ne ()f }1('Tt/, 

i22.}T brethT·eil~ tl~ez;."'l Ltll~iol~l'-:: ·::~re of the hO~JS'e 

t1iat t:i~€re a"i-~e COl1t:iS',r',1ti,:::rz~"s' /=';-1:nDll.g 

6 "ler·se S t1e !.JJ1'"l.ote 51 ?t~I Sp8.;G}:.­

to J?Qt~r s'J~all1e~!' 2-.']:1({ iIi verW.se 7,. !l$.iYOW t:her'efQr-~ 

there is .5< f"ault allwng The 
Gh"U;"-:~!i at Laodicea t.lja,s C011{ienl!:1.ecl becaixse ()f 

its luk£,T.lJai~mness {Rev. :3:14-8ED and Jude ;.Alr-ote 
itl ver~se 4 of ·~'~::~e!-r.taill 1liel] ill I.l11aL4J.:i'1~e·S'1 

"[r;Jna Lt.JeJ."""e before ()f old oi.--daii:1ed to t;l~is 

ungodly meii, turning ti'le grace 
of Go·d illto i-5:s·~:~ir.tiotl,:5'nes··5;·? 

Theee is. no bu.t. that rebuke and 
Gor-rection ape :n..eeded and that. such when 

considel~ed canser"e to perfect the 
and enhance t.be effect of t.he 

Lord's !_~fOrk, Bu.t too often tho.se vJho never 
lend a hand to puB, those who never' IJUt. t.heir 
shouldel~ to the ~rheel to push; those who 
never speak a t-IJm-·d of praise for a job weB 
done the·se ::;.re the ones '.Alno stand .:o;.side 
r..>Jithaut soiling their lilly-white hands and m-2i.ke 
a !(rt of I'll. s= i3.hout those !_'lho <':~!J try! 
if l~Je al-"e 110t iil t}"l;~r-e tl18Il t~Je {iDrr"t 
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of his neighborhood. He would give the 
shirt off hi.s back to those t.tJho were more 

He would even give decent food to the 
hungry be.ggars instead of the crumbs t-\Jhich 
feU daily from hi.s dinner table. Oh yes, he 
t.JQuld be a totany different man, if he had .3­

second chance. But it. t-lJas too late! 

If he had another chance. the rich man might 
even have preached of righteousness to other-sa 
He could warn his five hrothers about t.he 
tm'ment of heB, Although they might ridicule 

he tAJDuld :never aduwnishing them 
hecause he loved them. He CQuid read to them 
fl.~Onl the hooks of i,..!.jses and the pro})hets (v. 
88) and teach other.s abou:t the one and only 
t.r·ue ·jehovah God. He could become a disciple 
Df .Jesus a fishel~ of :tJ:1en, and a helper 
to ·tho.se 1J.1ho would spread the news of the 
comin.g kingdom of God . . . IF he had a second 
C1~aa!lCez 

But there is no second. chance. is there? Once 
,...Je our eternal destiny is forever sealed. 
it will be t.oo late then to change the things 
we did while on eal'th. After death~ God 
tens us, comes the judgment CHeba 8:87). ~~FOi~ 

we .u:rust all i3.ppear before the judgmeYlt seat 
of that everyone may r·eceive the 
things done iLl his· according to that be 
hat.h whether it be good or badn (8 Cor. 
S~lm. Everybody I.I3iH die someday. And t-\Jhat 
counts the illost is what we say. what we 

what we believe. and what we do today. 

That is "l'Jhy it is so important to iive 
righteously RIGHT NOW! "Behold, nOLI,} is the 
aooepted ti111e; behold, now i.s the day of 
saiJIatiol"ln G:1 Cor. 6:8). Nobody knows exactly 
t-l1hat time T.Alill pass alJ.1ay from thi.s 
earth. It Dould he today or it could be 
tOnlOrrOl....J. "W'berea.s ye know not what .shall 
be on the morrOl41. F01~ what j.s your lire? It 

http:thesa.me
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THE HAR'')ESTER is a monthly publication intended 
to encourage all men ever::l&Jhere t.J become 
labor'er's intc. God's har·ves.t (Lk. 1(0:2). This 
paper is mailed free of charge t'J anyone '~ih'J 
I.c1ishes to '(eceive it. Pleas.e submit name, 
aa~j'(·es·s, and all correspondence to: 

Ra~ McManus 
301 l.}arden Hill ~'d. 

Birmin'3ham, AL 35214-1'7'47 
Phone: (2\'2)5) 791-1399 

I·S e yell .:;:{ l..Y.~pot?l-M,. t.l"l-3:t apJJeiitl-"eth for- a lit;tle
"""'7 __

til11€"r 21]d theJl 1:""al]is-llet:.~ aI.~JaJ;·~;r l.,Jct·~1I 4:14). 
The end. can come as sudden as a quick flash 
Dr E,ght.ning, So... tod.ay~ l.s t!1e tinl€! t}1at t.iJe 

n.eed to 11e l.l.si:t1g to IJreJj~L!""e for' tl1e life ,. .:..1__ •__ 

tteceaft.er~ beGo_t~-se c=:n.ce i...!le [~le_:I it.u~rc !-s 

ab.50h.rtely· 110 seccn:1.d. ch.arlce~ 

rD(!ay is also the d-3.y t.hat ....Je should be 
t~ar!li!1g ot.llel--S aiJOl1t tIle Ltan.ger-,s of lie!l CEzekli 
33:8,8), l,Je HIUst look arou,nd us and notice the 
CHle·s 1.:&1110 are h.Q]:le.5t,1y .see~:il1.g for- tile Tr-'Llt-!1. 
n'Lift t~p JlQ~JT' e~yesil al1d .io(j,l·~- OJi the field.S'; [-'o}..... 

the;/' aT-e la]::'b.it.e air-eo-ds; to' l]-~I~ve,5·t= Al1d he 
thEtt l~e.~pet ...iJ r-eceivet h r~pag'esp: al1d g-.:!ther€th 

. ,fruit t~11to lift'; er;€~rl1ai: that both he tJE?t 
s:(Jt.t.JetJ.'1 and .be th.='ft re-a.FJ€"th 1!lct}Y "'ioicepe,,,.. 
t;og·et.i~eF"=!I (JOI1Tl 4i3.~~-:36~t tAJe I!:l\J. st~ !Jl.rt fortli 
eV~1~y effort NOlAJ because t,here l>Jill not be 
d.l10t]:-ler cl-:t.a:nce! SGilieOi:l-e GJ:1Ge said. F HTh.E:l-+e is 
llO t irne like t.t-:.e pl""e.sel1.t:~ Hot<J tr'ue that is, 
e.speci.ally con.cer~l:liil.g .sjJiritl_\al I.riatter"s~ 

L'iends, liiJv]' many of u.s ar-e livi:ng IJJit.. i1 at!"l 

attitude like the r'leh :rnan? He eoncentr'ated on 
the l'.lches of this life a 11(1 neglected Iii.s 
spiritual. life. If t<Je t<jere Hi die r·ight notrJ, 
vlould our .souls be found in the Ol...rter dar'kness 
of heU? L..Jould t<JE' be t.Dl~tu.red in an eter-nai 
flanle p l.A.i i.:stYillg alitl }}egging for a seCOllct 
c:h.aIlce? r::f-4'y r;~·11=j··(lAr\ilJ~3 

,.. 
;:) 

S134RGH THl3 SGRIPTUR13S 
L T...Jhen Abram left Canaan anct went to Egypt 
because of t.he famine, did Lot go with him? 

2. In v.lhat fonn did God descend upon Mount 
Sillai? 

3. lfJhat is it recorded that Onesiphoru.s did in 
Rome? 

4. Moses took some of the blood from the ram 
offered at Aarou'.5 consecration and touched 
what three parts of Aaron's body? 

8. v.Jho was Timothy's grandmother? 

ANSv.JERS NEXT l',,1ONTH . • . 

and i~en1ember last month's questions? 

1. lATho suggested to Saul to consult a man of 
God about the ~lher'eal:iouts of the lost 
donkeys? HiS SERVANT (1 Sam. 9:8,6) 

2. Where did the Israelites get the blueprint 
for the tabE!i~nacle? FROM GOD (EXD. 25:9) 

:3. 1JJhen Jesu.s tJJas hungry during His 'final 
days in Jer·u.salem, on what sort of tree did He 
search for food? FIG (Mark 11:13) 

4. v.Jhat is one to do with the sin which so 
e-~sily besets him? LAY IT ASIDE (Heb. 12:1) 

S. Was Proverbs tJ.Jritten for attaining wisdom 
and discipline? YES (Pi~OV. 1:2) 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
The editor I"Jould like to thanK again the church of 
Christ at Sun Hill Road in Birmingham, AL and the 
church of Chr'ist at HoKes Bluff in Gadsden, AL for 
their generous and continued financial sl_'pport of 
this pape·r. 
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THE HAR'')ESTER is a monHdy publication intended 
to encourage all men ever~bJhere to become 
labor'er's intc, God's ha·r-~'e=.t (Lit;. 10:2). This 
paper is mailed free of charge to anyone '~ih,) 

1.,lishes to 'receive it. Pleas.e s.ubmit name, 
addr-es.s, and all correspondence to: 

Ra~ McManus 
301 l.}arden Hill Rd. 
Birmill'3ham, AL 35214-1947 
Phone: (2\'2)5) 791-1399 

.1:5 eveT! .:;:( iF~3:T-~atll-";, t.lt.:xt apJJeai.--eth fur- a lit;tle 
tljll€"r al1.d tl1e:rI Va:l1is-llet:.'-1 al..iJaJ;·~' (Ja.s.: 4:1411: 
The end can cmne as sudden as a quick flash 
Dr E~ht.ning, So, today'" i.s t.!1£! t4i:tlle tIle;. t !)·Je 
n.eed t.o be l.l.Sl:tlg to IJrelJctre fcn.-· the life 

.:...1__ •__

he2eartei-· beGo~u.-se GriCe t.!le diejl ist,..U~!·c 

.3..b.50h.rtelj-:i l1.0 sec:r:H1.d. ch.arlce~ 

ro(!,a.)y i:5 also t11e d-3.y t:hat l~Je sl"lDLlld. be 
tsJ'arn.i!lg o'tfle::cs ai]ot.lt tIle (ta:n.ger-.s of liell CEzekli 
33:8,8), l'"Je must look around us and. notice the 
Ca~le·s 1:&1110 Ci.r-e ts.Qile.st-1 y .seekil1.g fOl-' tile T:r-'L~ti1o 

n'Lift tIP JlQtUr- e~yes-;I al1d .lOQ]{ OJ2 .the field.s:; t-~:X'£... 

the}" a:ce l..;i]}:lite alr-ectal; to l-J.E~::r·i.Te,st= And he 
t.h.=tt pt:?Ei:pet-:.lJ r·eceiveth r.l,]dg·es f a11d g~.;?ther€th 

.. ,
j-'T"["tit t~11tO lif1? er;er~11ai: that botb l'ie t.l"1at 
5:0i.t.JetJ.~ an,:! .he th.~t. re-a~Jjeth lI:a)l: pe,joice 
t;(jg·et.21eF~=F (Jol1rl 4i3.~~-:36~t lAle n:1U.·St. lJlIt- forth. 
e\7~~-"y effDrt. NOl,..J beca'tJ..se tl-!er-e t~Jill not be 

~ ., "1 f 

d.11ot.r12i" Gl1,a,:nC2.! SGI1120l:1-e Gr1Ce said. F HT11e:r"e 1.·s 

n.D tiIne like t.tle p!."":.e.sel1.t.:~ Hoto-J "l'ue that 1-5, 

e.515E:ci.ally c:o:n.cepl:liilg .sjJiritl..lal Inatt.er·s~ 

Fr'ie1:1Ct-S;aJ 110 tlj !I~aI1y of 1...1S are Ii-=::-!i:tl,g IJJit~ti. ,a..11 

attitude like the !-·jch man? He Goncentr·ated on 
the l~.iches of this life and neglected his 
spil~ituai life. If l'je t.Jere to die r·ight nm.>J, 
v.JOuld our .soul.s be fDund .in t.he m..rter darkness 
of heiP l-Jould :we be tDl~tured in an eter·nal 
flatli.e.!' T.AIl.:Sl1illg alit! hegging for a seCOllct 

"I ....

Gt1.a:n.ce! 
r::M\~ r;~·11=j··(1Ar··.iLi~3 

,.. 
;:} 

SJ34RGH TH13 SGRIPTUR13S 

L T....Jhen Ahram left Canaan and went to Egypt 
hecause of the famine, did Lot go l>Jith him? 

2. In v.lhat fon11 did God descend upon Mount 
Sinai? 

3. Hhat is it recorded that Onesiphoru.s did in 
Rome? 

4. r1:oses took some of the blood from the ram 
offered at Aaron's consecration and touched 
what three part.s of Aaron's body? 

S, v.Jho was Timothy's grandmother? 

ANSl;.lERS NEXT r..,.iONTH • • • 

and i~en1ember last month's questions? 

1. lATho suggested to Saul to con.sult a man of 
Goel about the ~Jher·eal:iouts of the lost 
donkeys? HIS SERVANT (1 Sam. 9:S,6) 

2, Where did the Israelites get the blueprint 
for the tabernacle? FROM GOD (EXD. 25:9) 

3. toJhen Jesu.s wa.s hungry during His 'final 
days in Jer'usalem, on what sort of tree did He 
search for food? FIG (Mark 11:13) 

4. v.Jhat is one to do ~Jith the sin which so 
e.~si!y besets hiIU? LAY IT ASIDE (Heb. 12:1) 

S. Was Proverbs ~Jritten for attaining wisdum 
and discipline? YES (Prov. 1:2) 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
The editor I"Jould liKe to thanK again the church of 
Christ at Sun Hill Road in Birmingham, AL and the 
church of Chr'ist at HoKes Bluff in Gadsden, AL for 
their generous and continued financial SI_'pport of 
this pape·r. 
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~ 1CRITlers t. .... COUl-~TS 

Tl-1e Cl1rist.ia:n Wll0 ear:ne-stl:y' t.D 

serve God. 11lUst exercise a great deal of 
patier1.Ge~ Tids. lJft-er! il1111 to Ii.stell t.o 
'the of t}-lo.se who h.ave 
constructive t.e, offer tn..lt t.lho can alvJays be 

to Cr-~iti.Dize" 

Tbe!~e are ti:mes, of course, I,lJhen criticisn1 IS 

and reaBy heeded, Paul cl~iticized the 
Corint-hian church in his first letter to 
e}1ctIJ"ter 1 \?erse,s 10-11.:; t\Jritillgp ~!lJ.Vcrl.iJ I 
beseec12 ,yrQ:tl? l:n-"eth:r~en bj7 the 11al1ie or Olr1:'" 

Lor-d Jesus t.hat ye all thes-a1"lle 
.::i;na that the~"'e ,be riO diI.Ti.siOl}.S' Rl!lQl1g 

you; t<lat: ye be 
iI} t!~e :::i'a ly~e 11liJi~.i .r31Jd i11 the ·5'Ei'"nl€ 

For- it li,at.,~1: 0:2£'11 de,:;-l~-y;.ed j_~'nto .fIle of jlr.:Jt/.1< 

l'Jl,}F [jj....et.hrel1, tlJ.e:l"J I~lhic;h ,~re ,of .t,ne ho~rs'e 

['l~l(JeiK tl~at ·Ei'r~e cal1tE·:r'lt:ic·l~,S al110ng 

tt'1 Gi-la}Jter 6 11erse 5 11e 't.f.lrote?, ?'''] .sI)e.5;J~· 

tC:r j.j:our .s-11anle F 
- .2;.11d Ln. "J'er.se 7;. ~·~V()W tlier'ef{)F"e 

ther-e -S! f'ault -EtI1:1ong The 
Cll'O ~.-. woii at La.odicea was condemned becall.se of 
its luke'_lJannnes':; (Rev, :3~14-aa) and -Jude '.!..n--ote 
ira verse 4 of ."·~::.i'er;.tail1 IneJl il] 1.1iiai~J,.3·1~es:p 

!/tk1.hQ L-eJere betor"e of (lid or~d.sdrled to thIS' 
;me.u, tm~lli;tlg the grace 

of f70d i"nto l~,s-GiI.?"jo lI-5·11€'5·.:s~·!I 

Thee€! is no question but. that rehuke and 
GQr·r"Lect~iO!l ar~e ilee{led. aJl!:1 tilat.. 5l.1Cil wIlen 
objectivelY considered can serve to pei~fect the 
Lor-d's people and e.nhance the effect of the 
Lord's '!J.Jor-k. But too often those t'Jho nevel~ 

lend a hand to pull, those l-liho never t.heil~ 

shouidel~ to the wheel tD push, those who 
n'~ver a t-li[H'd of for a job !.l-JeH 
done these 3.re the one-s i.IJho stanc! aside 
wi'tb.out soiling their- HHY-'.lJhit.e hands and make 
a lot of .tv s-s2i.hout those ~.}ho do try~ 

If we are not in there trying. then t-lie don't 

,;; '"' 

of his He woulclgive the 
shirt off his hack to thQse l..tJho were more 

He t-liQuId even decent food tQ the 
hungry instead of the crumbs which 
feB daily from hi-s dinner table. Dh yes, he 
"(.muld be a totally different man, if he had a 
second chance. But it was too late! 

If he had another the rich man might 
even have preached of righteousnes-s to others. 
He C:i:H_l1d t-liarn his five brothei~s about the 
torment of helL Although might ridicn..\le 

he t>Jould never stop admonishing them 
bec~.use he loved them. He CQuid read to them 
f!-'01i:l the books of Moses and the pro}Jhet.s (v. 
28) and te.ach others about the one and only 
t-rue Jehovah God. He could become a 
of -Jesus a fi-she!~ of men, and a helper 
to tho-s€! who tt.l0uld spread the news of the 
c!:nl:1in:~ kingdom of God .•. IF he had a second 
ct;.a!lce~ 

But there is no second chance, is there? Once 
t'.Ie die? our eternal is forever sealed. 
!t will be too late then to change the things 
woe did while on e-:u~th. After death. God 
tens us, cO.mes the judgment [Heb. 9:27). "Few 
!'Je must all appe·::lr before the judgment seat 
of that everyone may receive the 
:t;i'lil1gS- dOlle in his according to that he 
hath or hadn (8 Cor. 
8:10). die someday. And t.tJhat 
counts the most is what we say. what we 

what T./Je -3.11d what we cio today. 

That is vlhy it is ·so important to live 
righteously RIGHT [.JOW! "Bebold. nOl-<J is the 
accepted behold. now i.s- the day of' 
salvation" (2 Cor. 6:2). Nobody knows exactly 
t.<3hat time they l.A1iH pas.s at.<lay from this 
earth. It could be t.oday or it could be 
tomorrot.<l. "Whereas ye know not what ·shail 
be Oil tl'le mon'Ol-<J. FOl~ what is yom~ lif'e? It 

http:becall.se
http:de,:;-l~-y;.ed
http:lJ.Vcrl.iJ
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could. desLce arid t.ll-~t- 11e l;iJa·s .sat.i.srie({ tiJit-~1 IIi·s 
life~ 

IJ-ur-;tI1g r-ilS ti~nle OIl eartb. t-l"li S 1113]:1 l1ecanle 
~"filt.t-i}Y riGh.~~~ as SOUle t.iJCH.11d. say. L~Je k:n.DlA.T lIe 
liar! ·3.r:~ ~iegd.:nt e.st-at-e t.o Li~jI'e i:n heCBtlJ.se lJ.s'llal1!.? 

~:;§.::: t- h Crp:Cl:,iill "[.h.ose da:/-s t.~he beggar's 0'-" ~-.",,,,,,-~ "-"...... at tile 
g.~_tes f)f sl.~Gl1 h.G';} . ..::.es;: i-;topiIl_5 fOi-· -=-Dl:1:1e SOi.... t Df 

~t~a:ndGtlt~= Tl12-.t- e}::p!lai11S :hGt~J t11e .riG!1 lJ:larl 
(.!:Jd.:::· ~;on}e·t.lji-i.='.t .3.C:f~1_1.3.in.ted 'Lalith. poor L az· 9:rI.1.1:5", 

L:J:e .;;.lSG knot....] l-J:"lat t112 ricl'l i11a:n t·t..:roce Sut11e of 
t.b:.~ fi!1e.~.t c.,:lot.}.-!e-:: .3.:f'(~ll~:n.d since ~-r:..iDlJi.···F·ie a.nd 
fi11e 1:1.:t::"1"l "" L.iJer-:e affor-daJJle 011i:y· tD tl1e 1.1Jealtl1~l~ 

.AT1L~ t~Je ct.f'e also i:nfor-nled i:n "\!I"er~.se 18 tl:lat tile 
.(·lch Hlan: rea.steel LljJG!l tt12 best. foo(i availa~}le;= 

~-;:?e:r·)-7 s!1:"lgle C~3.y~ T,.\Jllat .!l10f"·e GOlJJd a TI121-! u-_Tarlt 
~:o nl~.ke j:-l111i 'hapl}Y? I;.']11Y· VJDllld he ev..reri LiJcU:lt 

to Gtlan.ge ti-:~at· klil{t Df 1ife.s't.y1e? 

B-_tt d·S it "i.}Jiii i~t.3.p}-:le:n tfJ e\leT"'"~-! Q:n.e of V.. ,S.:. D1:1e 

d.atS? tt~e l--iCt1 .B1ct:tl ~jas.:sed dI...i.ja:y:· rrDn} ti-ii.s life.. 
-:!Be di.ed ar~d left beh.il1d. ·~1,! !1!·5 eart.hly 

I!O::; S2S·S~Gij s; h.L=:. I.nD:ney? h.is lar~ge estater ~-i!.S 

fj:ne sl~:-!--'t.lle;:s=, .an.d 1:11-5 favol"'''ite foods:: Aft.er tTi-S 

~Jody· ~.AJ.aS LLlr-ied. LH t..11e gr-oLu:-id.l1 t .. f12 l--icl-l :nlan-"s 
50U.! L.!las c.::e.-::.t jrrto i1.el1 CH-?-.. de.sl, It. t.!Ja.s i3.. 

tor-rl12!1tll1g CGr1d.it.io:n. th.at­ IlB !lDll.] ei:ldu.l--e(t 
dTI10rl.5 t.b.e flanle ..s (\oro: 24J. It l~ja·=· -so ter-l-·ible 
ttl ..3.t. 1:1:2 2ve:n d.ar·t:d to Gl-'.)-F.. ·~·"F.atli.e-"[· Abral}5?!11 ..= 

!-:zaire 1"1]eT:::-}7 011 !Ile.::I -E:lld S'!?11C LE?Z.aY~L!-Sr t~~a-t he 
IllaJl di~~ tile tIP of J..7.1.S- filiger ill. water"F and 

• .. =*= c=o::;~l il!~l r,'::;'IlgIJe-" i 

T'he~-l t11e rlC ..D. U1a:n r·ealized l1i 5 cDr!ditlon tl.JE!tS 

lYu2 :='G ..:.~<p.a!}le" He !.i-Ja 5 gOi11g to SlIfter fGl--e;'le.r~ 

Qi~~~ if i-!e i-lad. ar!Dt~11ep Gt-ta:rt~e~ ~..i:.JQ·uJd t1e reall:); 
Crl.an.ge }-.!is alre·;'" L.:JOlJid. t.hings t.~-·tlly jJe 

diffel~ent if !le couJd. gD IJa.ck in time':; 
Ce!-·t.a.i:nl~/~ He l~jQLlld do Al·1TITHII~JG t.o aVG~d tl-!e 
IJler"Clllg fl·3.J:11es Dr i-!eiL He l.!JDUld riDt !laVe 
V-Ja.sted.. 11is t.irne atlct tale:nt GIl ear·t-l1iy :c-icileS:1 
If l1e !1.2t{i 2 seco!1.d D1J!:!Or'"t'L~.r!it~l..r. he t<Jould have 
.sllB.red [lis lar..ge- e stat~e ·C.lJit.. l:1 t11e hOInele.s.s 

"7 

r'eaHy have much r·ight. do t.oJe, to stand aside 
ar!ct ck-·it.icize? 

To be sure the church is not perfect, fOl.~ it is 
GO!:nposed of hUInans, It is sad that. ·50me toJho 
al~e IHem.hers of t.he church \..\Jill not gain 
hea"re:n.= ·JesLl-s al1l.lded to tr-!i.s in Bi.s Sermon on 
the Mount in Matthe1.A.T 7:21-27 whei--e He taught 
t.hat l~edemptiDn is determined by humble, 
dedicated obedience and not by empty t.oJortl..s 
and deeds. One oT the :most evident pr-inciples 
of the Script.uee-s, h01:.>Jever.. i-s that in -spite of 
the hYPOcl~it-e, the weak and the unconcer-ned 
'_'Jho ar'e in the church.. the LOl~d's ChLll~ch also 
consist.s of the saved. The Scriptur-es in fact 
t-each that the ChUl~ch is the felim.>Jship of the 
saved (Eph. 5:23,25 and Acts 20:28) and that 
those uJho are not- in it are without promise 
[Act.s '2::47). This appl~oved r-elationship in 
Chri st.is Spil~itu<:d hody.. His chur-cn, is gained 
through r-epentanGe and. hapt-ism {Acts 2:38). 

If you ar-e GouGer'ned enough to cr-iticize, my 
friend, then don't ,...last·e your time and word.s 
anti. ene~'gy= Join us in our effm-·t to expand 
t:he bm~del-'s of God's kingdom and attain to a 
higher level of perfection. Come along tIJith u.s 
-3n.d exert your- criticism '_\JJ:1ere i.t t>Jili really 
eOLlllt~ Shou.j u·s ~.jhat you mean by putting 
~lDll!-· l.ft.Jur·cls 111tO actio!!!! 

You can do just t-hat next Sunday morning at 
your' neai~est church of Christ. vie are just 
humans tuith our hUlnan linlitationsp hut we 
tTuthfully believe t.hat you will find among us 
a 5ince!~e effort to serve God acceptably and 
v.lith l~evere:nce. You ar-e ~'Jarmiy \)Jelcomed. and 
l'le assure you t.hat this will be 11lai:le evident, 
tDOll 

f-1AFF/ COBB 

.F'.O. Bo;.~ 75.. 


i·~edc,v·,jee, PiL 36:27;=~ 


:::=:=lPled f'j-':=~T: The Lifelii-le, r'''1.3:r-'ch 1'=7:31) 
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-~jJ!i;n i2 iefe)ilif"lf;.;-l!1i~1 :"2[S
L9! ~L!-t is r lru lJ tJ ui!:JUl.r t6: L;;i~ 

r~l:~ ~,i:3I~ il !liiii~rlrelfri)·.;;;Ar ;;;;;:.. lJ'"IJ ~ \.;:.r iJ"'J LI l.h,;;;;.. iJ !J 

~_ • ..a.....;.HAVE '*' ",1t ,\I L PEOPLE ,INNWD",4:~ 

1 K1 BA6 Ro~ 3:23 Rol'II 5:1.2 1 In 1:8 1 Sri 5:19 

.4> ".1:\11\1 ...... ­ \"lIL' Y:;-'TFnNiii' L D-':-'i1THIt ii. ,) l'~ h rJl ,.. 1 L FACE 1..; _ ~rL J.\ r." .. & 

Ezek 33:3-'1 R'D!I! t;123 :2 Illes 1;1-9 Jas U.5 R~'~ 2Hl 

Unless he: 

L Hears the t·Jord. of Giyj 

ndt 13:2:3 1:1< lUi39 Sn HH6 RlJiIl 10:17 £1'11 1:13 


2. Realizes -Jesus ChI'lSt 15' the L.Jay to SalvatiDn 
jr; i>:E.i3 ,In 14:6 H(;ts 4:12 Ep}j 2:1S 1 Thes 3:9 H~h 5:9 


3# B.eiie'tles Je.sL~·s is t11e So:n of GDd 

Mk 16:16 J{j 3:16 In fj:24 JI1 20:31 Hcts 1£;;31 H~h 11:6 


4~ Co:tlvict~ed. in. 1-!;i:5 Heart af 11is OtG11 [ii.sDbecliei-lce 

H~ts 2;31 Act.s 16:29 A(;ts 24i25 2 COll 7~S-11 


5" ,af 111·5 Siri·s 

Lk 13:3 Acts 2:38 Acts 3;19 Acts 17:30 Hcts 26:20 


6" Cor~fe.s.ses tiis Faitl-.:. ill tl-ie LG:i"~d JeSl.1.s 

M"t 10:32 Hots 8,37 Hct:; 19:115 KOI<\ Hh9-1O t Jii 4:1'5 


{, Is Immersion for- the Remission OT :3ins 

~n the Name of the Fathel', Son, and Holy Ghost 

Mat 28~19 Mk Ib;16 ~Jn 3;5 Acts 2;38 ~Ct5 8;36-39 
Hets iU:47 Hcts 1&;33 Acts 22;16 Rc,jI'j 6;3-6 
Gal 3~27 Col 2~lZ 1 ret 3:21 

D. Lives 3 FaIthful Lif.e" Guided Only by the Authodty 
of God."',s lAJ01~(i 

Mat 25;21 ROM HI; iit 2:1.1.-12 Heh 4;12 J:as 1:21 Rey 2,10 

9= al"ld T.f"'u.t~lll1 !10t. tl1e 

and Observing the Lord.'s SUPJ:lel-' 


2',181'y fipsl; day of the week 

11<>.t 4:.10 ,In 4:23-24: Aed:s 2:42 Acts 2D:7 Hi?h Hl:25 


is, for , if he should Fall into Sin 

Acts 13:22 1 Co:!' 10:12-13 £ph ';~iB 1 Thes 5;17 

JiltS 5~15-16 1 In 1~5-10 

p'f
.H. \V DO THE \VILL OF 

SHALL SA"/ED, ~" ,,J 

Hat (;21 nat .12:50 L1: 6:47-48 Rol'I 2:13 Jas 1;22 
1 In 2117 Rev 22:14 

"~,:,~~e t;::lrve:rt t}_~~..i·;_~,:1:r!~::~e~I~~!:~~~~~ ~-l~r~~lC'~~~~; s:;~:/ 
. fCt--1:~~! l·:;tll::,r·e~-·s in"t,:! ~li5 r!l~:-"·,/es·C' [U_:j\1! lC:2] 
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.A SECOND CHANCE 

When go bad. how many times have we 
wished we had a second chance? That is, 
another opportunity to do better than the first 
tillle ar-ound? I suppose that at ·some time 
each one of us have probably wanted a second 
chance to do some things differently in our 
lives. 

.Jesus once toid a story about a man Who also 
"t>,.Tished he had a second chance (Luke 16:19-31), 
In the parable .Jesus i~eferred to him as "a 
cert:ain riell .mall", On t·he ~urface you would 
not think this particular man would have 
wanted to change anything in his life if he 
Gould. It seemed like he had everything a man 
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